LETTERS OF SRI AUROBINDO

of the theory of art for art's sake to poetry. On that
ground we might say that a lyric of Anacreon is as
good poetry and as perfect poetry as anything in
Aeschylus or Sophocles or Homer. The question of
the elevation or depth or intrinsic beauty of the
thing said cannot then enter into our consideration
of poetry; and yet it does enter, with most of us
at any rate, and is part of the aesthetic reaction
even in the most "aesthetic" of critics and readers.
From this point of view the elevation from which
the inspiration comes may after all matter, provided
the one who receives it is a fit and powerful instru-
ment; for a great poet will do more with a lower
level of the origin of inspiration than a smaller poet
can do even when helped from the highest sources*
In a certain sense all genius comes from Overhead;
for genius is the entry or inrush of a greater con-
sciousness into the mind or a possession of the mind
by a greater power. Every operation of genius has
at its back or infused within it an intuition, a reve-
lation, an inspiration, an illumination or at the least
a hint or touch or influx from some greater power
or level of conscious being than those which men
ordinarily possess or use. But this power has two ways
of acting: in one it touches the ordinary modes of
mind and deepens, heightens, intensifies or exqui-
sitely refines their action but without changing its
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